A case of malignant duct-islet cell tumor of the pancreas immunohistochemical and cytofluorometric study.
A rare duct-islet cell tumor of the pancreas was studied using immunohistochemical, cytofluorometric and histochemical methods. Histology and immunohistochemistry revealed that the tumor contained two distinct cell types; islet cell-like neuroendocrine cells and exocrine duct cell components, suggesting an endodermal origin for both types. The cells showed marked pleomorphism an vascular and perineural invasion at the tumor periphery. Cytofluorometric study of the tumor cell DNA revealed an increased mean nuclear DNA content, without any aneuploidy. Histochemically, the tumor cells contained an increased number of argyrophilic nucleolar organizer regions (AgNORs) in their nuclei. The malignant potential of this duct-islet cell tumor was suggested.